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For many generations it has been believed that woman's place is within the walls of her

home, and it is indeed impossible to imagine the time when her duty there shall be ended or to

forecast any social change which shall release her from that paramount obligation.

This paper is an attempt to show that many women today are failing to discharge their duties to

their own households properly simply because they do not perceive that as society grows more

complicated it is necessary that woman shall extend her sense of responsibility to many things

outside of her own home if she would continue to preserve the home in its entirety. One could

illustrate in many ways. A woman's simplest duty, one would say, is to keep her house clean and

wholesome and to feed her children properly. Yet if she lives in a tenement house, as so many

of my neighbors do, she cannot fulfill these simple obligations by her own efforts because she

is utterly dependent upon the city administration for the conditions which render decent living

possible. Her basement will not be dry, her stairways will not be fireproof, her house will not be

provided with sufficient windows to give light and air, nor will it be equipped with sanitary

plumbing, unless the Public Works Department sends inspectors who constantly insist that

these elementary decencies be provided. Women who live in the country sweep their own

dooryards and may either feed the refuse of the table to a flock of chickens or allow it

innocently to decay in the open air and sunshine. In a crowded city quarter, however, if the

street is not cleaned by the city authorities no amount of private sweeping will keep the

tenement free from grime; if the garbage is not properly collected and destroyed a

tenement-house mother may see her children sicken and die of diseases from which she alone

is powerless to shield them, although her tenderness and devotion are unbounded. She cannot

even secure untainted meat for her household, she cannot provide fresh fruit, unless the meat

has been inspected by city officials, and the decayed fruit, which is so often placed upon sale in

the tenement districts, has been destroyed in the interests of public health…
The more extensively the modern city endeavors on the one hand to control and on the

other hand to provide recreational facilities for its young people the more necessary it is that

women should assist in their direction and extension. After all, a care for wholesome and

innocent amusement is what women have for many years assumed. When the reaction comes

on the part of taxpayers women's votes may be necessary to keep the city to its beneficent

obligations toward its own young people…
 Ever since steam power has been applied to the processes of weaving and spinning woman's

traditional work has been carried on largely outside of the home. The clothing and household

linen are not only spun and woven, but also usually sewed, by machinery; the preparation of

many foods has also passed into the factory and necessarily a certain number of women have

been obliged to follow their work there, although it is doubtful, in spite of the large numbers of
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factory girls, whether women now are doing as large a proportion of the world's work as they

used to do. Because many thousands of those working in factories and shops are girls between

the ages of fourteen and twenty-two there is a necessity that older women should be

interested in the conditions of industry. The very fact that these girls are not going to remain in

industry permanently makes it more important that someone should see to it that they shall

not be incapacitated for their future family life because they work for exhausting hours and

under insanitary conditions…
If woman's sense of obligation had enlarged as the industrial conditions changed she

might naturally and almost imperceptibly have inaugurated the movements for social

amelioration in the line of factory legislation and shop sanitation. That she has not done so is

doubtless due to the fact that her conscience is slow to recognize any obligation outside of her

own family circle, and because she was so absorbed in her own household that she failed to see

what the conditions outside actually were…
Public-spirited women who wish to use the ballot, as I know them, do not wish to do

the work of men nor to take over men's affairs. They simply want an opportunity to do their

own work and to take care of those affairs which naturally and historically belong to women, but

which are constantly being overlooked and slighted in our political institutions....

To turn the administration of our civic affairs wholly over to men may mean that the American

city will continue to push forward in its commercial and industrial development, and continue to

lag behind in those things which make a city healthful and beautiful. After all, woman's traditional

function has been to make her dwelling-place both clean and fair. Is that dreariness in city life,

that lack of domesticity which the humblest farm dwelling presents, due to a withdrawal of one

of the naturally cooperating forces? If women have in any sense been responsible for the

gentler side of life which softens and blurs some of its harsher conditions, may they not have a

duty to perform in our American cities?...

In closing, may I recapitulate that if woman would fulfill her traditional responsibility to

her own children; if she would educate and protect from danger factory children who must find

their recreation on the street; if she would bring the cultural forces to bear upon our

materialistic civilization; and if she would do it all with the dignity and directness fitting one who

carries on her immemorial duties, then she must bring herself to the use of the ballot-that

latest implement for self government. May we not fairly say that American women need this

implement in order to preserve the home?”
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